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SUB J : INTERNATIONAL WRITING PROGRAM 
REF: BUCHAREST 3844; STATE 185083 

1. WRITERS' UNION PRESIDENT VIRGIL TEODORESCU AND SECRETARY 
FOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS ION HOBANA ADVISED PAO THAT UNION 
IS UNABLE TO SEND PARTICIPANTS TO ARRIVE FOR OPENING OF 
WORKSHOP ON SEPTEMBER 1 . ON BEHALF OF UNION, THEY STATED 
THAT THERE IS A "POSSIBILITY" THAT TWO WRITERS COULD ARRIVE 

IN IOWA ON OCTOBER 1ST TO TAKE PART IN THE REMAINING WEEKS 
WORKSHOP (PRESUMABLY THROUGH JANUARY 1). WE ARE INCLINED 
TO RECOMMEND ACCEPTANCE OF THE UNION S PROPOSAL IN VIEW OF THE 
EMPHASIS TEODORESCU AHD HOBANA PLACED ON SELECTING "YOUNGER 
WWRITERS" AND FACT THAT PROJECT IS VERY EFFECTIVE FOR 
CONTACTS WITH THE LITERARY CIRCLES HERE. ADVISE WHETHER 
FEASIBLE FOR TWO ROMANIAN WRITERS TO ARRIVE OCTOBER 1. 

2. RE PAUL ENGLE S CABLE TO AUREL RAU: TEODORESCU AND 
HOBANA ASKED WHETHER INVITATION WAS "PERSONAL" OR 
"OFFICIAL" AND EMPHASIZED PREFERENCE FOR SELECTION PRO- 
CEDURES USED IN PAST, I.E., SENDING SIDE NOMINATES AND 
RECEIVING SIDE APPROVES (OR HAS RIGHT TO DISAPPROVE). 

TEODORESCU AND HOBANA ALSO EXPRESSED UNDISGUISED DISAPPROVAL 
OF RAU AS NOMINEE AND LEFT CLEAR IMPRESSION UNION 

WOULD ADVISE HIM NOT TO ACCEPT INVITATION. 

TEODORESCU AND HOBANA STATED UNION PREFERS TO SEND 
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OCTOBER 1ST ARRIVAL IS APPROVED. WHILE ATTEMPTS TO MAKE 
DISTINCTION BETWEEN "PERSONAL" AND "OFFICIAL" INVITATION 
COULD LEAD TO POINTLESS SEMANTICS, IT WOULD BE HELPFUL IF 
ENGLE COULD PROVIDE US WITH BRIEF EXPLANATION TO RESPOND 
TO UNIONS' REQUEST FOR CLARIFICATION. 

BARNES 
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